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FOR H FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OREGEG 

SUBJECT: CODEL VISITS TO EGYPT 

1 . APPRECIATE REF MESSAGE AND WISH TO REITERATE THAT 

WE SHARE YOUR ESTIMATE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF CODEL VISITS. 
WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO EVERYTHING FEASIBLE TO MAKE 
THEM A SUCCESS, BUT ALSO LOOK TO YOU TO MAKE CLEAR TO 
CODELS IN PLANNING PHASE PROBLEMS OF DISTANCE, TIME, 

ETC., WHICH PERFORCE LIMIT PROGRAMMING. 

2. I WOULD HOPE THAT H COULD URGE ANY MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS WHO MIGHT WISH TO VISIT IN AUGUST NOT TO DO 
SO. APART FROM THE FACT THAT IT IS THE HOTTEST MONTH, 
AUGUST ALSO COINCIDES THIS YEAR WITH THE MUSLIM FASTING 
MONTH OF RAMADAN DURING WHICH IT BECOMES INCREASINGLY 
DIFFICULT TO CONDUCT PRODUCTIVE TALKS WITH EGYPTIAN 
OFFICIALS. AS THE MONTH PROGRESSES AND THE EFFECTS OF 
PROLONGED FASTING BEGIN TO SHOW, OUR EXPERIENCE IS 
THAT TRYING TO DO BUSINESS WITH EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS 
BECOMES A RATHER FORLORN PROPOSITION. ETI.TS 
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